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A few short decades ago our country enforced laws that 
allowed segregation. Segregation is when racial groups 
are kept apart. This meant that there were separate 

schools, theaters, dining areas, and even water fountains!  

WHAT WAS 
SEGREGATION?



The Civil Rights Movement was a movement that had the goal 
of ending segregation and helping Black people gain equal 
rights. Although there were many people involved in this 

movement, a Baptist reverend named Martin Luther King Jr. 
is viewed by many as the leader of that movement. He was 
an accomplished speaker, leader, and winner of the Nobel 

Peace Prize. 

A LEADER EMERGES



MLK Jr. did not think 
violent protests would 

help to change things. He 
believed in God and 
wanted to protest 

peacefully. MLK Jr. did 
not want Black people to 
have to keep waiting for 

change. He organized 
many nonviolent 

protests. Some people 
use Dr. King as an 

example of how to 
protest. Other people 

have different ways of 
protesting for change.

PROTEST FOR 
CHANGE

Turn and Talk: Why do you think change for 
racial equality isn’t happening quickly?



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was sent to jail 29 times. In 
1963, he was arrested in Birmingham, Alabama for 
protesting how Black people were being treated. 

While he was in jail, he wrote a letter to the people 
that said his actions were “unwise and untimely.” 

Turn and Talk: Do you think everyone that 
gets arrested deserves to be arrested?

UNFAIRLY JAILED?



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
wrote a letter in response 
to a newspaper to explain 
why he broke the law. He 
felt like he shouldn’t have 
been arrested and wrote 
that “an unjust law is no 
law at all.” Unjust means 

not behaving according to 
what is morally right and 

fair. He once said, 

“The time is 
always right to 

do what’s right.” 

Turn and Talk: What do you 
think this quote means?

BEHIND
BARS



From December 5, 1955 
to December 20, 1956, 
the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott took place. 

African Americans in  
Montgomery, Alabama 

refused to ride the 
buses because of how 

they were treated. 
MLK Jr. was one of the 
leaders of this protest. 
It lasted 381 days and 

the Supreme Court 
finally ruled that 
segregated public 

buses went against the 
Constitution.Turn and Talk: If it was unconstitutional, 

why do you think it was legally enforced?

THE MONTGOMERY 
BUS BOYCOTT



Towards the end of 
his life in 1967, MLK Jr. 
began to accept the 

idea of violent 
protests. He still 
valued peaceful 

protests, but now 
understood that 
something more 

must be done against 
oppressors that 
were violent and 

unwilling to change.

A CHANGE OF 
HEART?

Turn and Talk: Why do you think people 
were so unwilling to change?



Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. once said, 
“Let us not seek to 
satisfy our thirst 
for freedom by 

drinking from the 
cup of bitterness 
and hatred.” What 

do you think he 
meant when he said 
those words? Who 

do you think he was 
speaking to?



Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated, or killed, by a 
man named James Earl Ray. He was a confirmed racist. 
On April 4, 1968 he shot Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. while 
MLK Jr. was standing on the balcony of his motel room.

Turn and Talk: Why do you think people wanted 
Dr. King to stop talking about racial equality?



James Earl Ray was 
arrested a few 
months after 

shooting MLK Jr. on 
July 19, 1968. Even 
though he plead 

guilty to the 
murder, he spent 

the rest of his time 
in prison insisting 

that he did not act 
alone. Dr. King’s 

family believed him.
JAMES EARLY RAY



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a man who fought for the 
rights of many people. He wanted everyone to be treated 
equally. Many people did not like what he had to say and 

wanted to silence him. Despite that, his legacy carries on as 
many people are still fighting for justice and  racial             

equality for all.

DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR.



Is there still racism today? Yes. Even though a lot of 
progress was made because of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr., there is still a lot of work to do. America has 
an almost 400 year old history of discrimination 

based on race. How can you help stop it?

THERE IS STILL 
WORK TO DO


